
READ MATTHEW 5:23-24

drop everything! That’s how important Jesus think it is for us to forgive 
and rebuild our relationships with our friends.

One day, Jesus was teaching the people and he said these famous verses. 
They can be a little hard for us to understand because we don’t offer gifts 
to God at the altar like they did back then. But basically, Jesus was saying 
that we should make things right with the people in our lives before we 
get wrapped up in praying and showing our love to God.

This is really challenging, because it’s much easier for us to write off 
someone who has hurt us, and maybe even tell God about all the wrong 
things they’ve done. And you might be totally right! But Jesus is telling us 
that we should drop everything and make sure we do whatever it takes 
to rebuild our relationships with other people.

That might mean forgiving someone. It might mean saying you’re sorry or 
admitting you were wrong. It means that we can’t just ignore a damaged 
relationship and pretend everything’s OK. God wants us to help us so we 
don’t miss out on the joy of restoring a relationship that was once broken.

What would it look like this week for you to drop everything and forgive?

THINK ABOUT IT:
1. Why do you think restoring relationships is so important to God?

2.  What has God done to prove that he wanted a restored relationship 
with you?

3.  What are some ways God can help you as you drop everything to 
make it better with a friend? 

WEEK THREE 
4TH-5TH

DAY 4

DAY 1READ LUKE 15:26-29

If you have a brother or sister, you’ve probably said these three words 
about 1,000 times: That’s. Not. Fair!

In the story Jesus told about the lost son, that’s the way the older brother 
felt. But since he couldn’t forgive, he ended up missing out on something 
really important.

The lost son had really messed up, and he knew it. But his father welcomed 
him home with open arms AND threw a huge party! And the older brother 
had to choose to be happy and forgive or not forgive and continue to be 
unhappy and complain.

He had been the one staying home and doing everything right. And now his 
little brother was getting a party because he had done everything wrong? 

SAY IT with me: That’s. Not. Fair!

But in the end, the older brother didn’t just miss the party. He missed 
the chance to restore his relationship with his brother. That’s what only 
forgiveness can do.

THINK ABOUT IT:
1.  When’s the last time something happened to you where you thought: 

That’s. Not. Fair!

2.  Do you think the older brother had really been as perfect as he thought? 
Or do you think he needed forgiveness too?

3.  Why couldn’t he see that? Why is it so easy to look at other people’s 
mess-ups instead of our own?



READ 1 PETER 4:8

Have you ever played chess before? If you have, you know there’s a lot of 
strategy involved. When the game starts, do you want go first? Or would 
you rather let your opponent move his pawn first so you can plan your 
countermove?

You’ve probably had a disagreement with a friend before. Maybe you’re 
having one right now. Sometimes it can be simple, like when you just get 
on each other’s nerves. But sometimes it goes a lot deeper. Sometimes 
you might get so mad that you don’t even speak to each other.

The truth is, we’re people, and we’re not perfect. We mess up. We hurt 
each other’s feelings. We get selfish. And in those times, it’s really hard 
to want to forgive the other person. We want to think about what we’ve 
done right and what they’ve done wrong.

But if you want to reconcile with someone, you’ve got to be willing to 
change. You’ve got to make the first move. If you wait around for them to 
come to their sense and apologize, you might be waiting around forever. 
After all, they think they’re right and you’re the one who isn’t willing to 
admit it!

MAKE THE FIRST MOVE so you don’t miss out on your friendship.

THINK ABOUT IT:
1.  Do you think most conflicts are totally one-sided? Or do both people 

usually have a part? 

2.  What do you think you’re going to lose if you admit the things you did 
wrong?

3.  How do you think your friend would react if you went to them and 
apologized first?

DAY 2 READ JAMES 1:22

Have you ever met someone who was super-stubborn? If your heart isn’t in 
the right place and you’re not willing to forgive, that’s what can happen.

You can get bitter and angry. You can hold grudges. You find yourself judging 
other people for their mistakes. You have a hard time trusting anyone. None 
of us want to be that way, but the truth is, there’s a little bit of a stubborn 
streak in all of us.

That stubborn streak is what can keep us from actually living out what God 
says about loving and forgiving others. Sometimes we read a verse or we 
hear something from the Bible and we think, “Sure, that sounds like a good 
idea.” But the thing that really transforms us to be more like Jesus is to 
actually do what He says.

So don’t miss out on the good things God wants for your life and for your 
relationships. He created you to have strong friendships, and to walk 
alongside other people who care about you. And as you do that, He can use 
you to strengthen and encourage your friends and family.

Set your stubbornness aside so you won’t miss out on what God has in store 
for you.

THINK ABOUT IT:
1. What makes a person stubborn?

2.  What’s it like to be around someone who’s unwilling to show love and 
forgiveness?

3.   Do you think you’d be brave enough to ask someone who  
knows you really well if they see any stubbornness  
in you?

DAY 3


